
What Educators Are Saying About  
Keri Smith and Wreck This Journal

“I am a middle school librarian and want to use a couple of your ideas with my kids…You are  
now at the top of my creative guru list!  My personal opinion is that if we taught children how to  

think creatively it would solve our education woes!”

“I happened upon your book Wreck This Journal, fell in love with it, and used many ideas  
for my students.” 

“My students are traditionally ESL students, recent immigrants, or disadvantaged American born  
minorities. Wreck This Journal jumped out as holding so many learning possibilities to involve our 

group with hands-on, fun, and non-traditional activities.”   

“I stumbled upon Wreck This Journal last week while diligently searching for books for my sixth  
grade [special ed.] students. I am always looking for creative teaching tools to use within the  

classroom...I want to use your book!”

What Students and Their Parents 

Are Saying About Keri Smith and Wreck This Journal

“You have helped me in the process of opening my eyes in the world that we live in and making  
me realize things I never realized before. You have helped me discover my creative side, and think  

and discover and learn.”

“I am a twenty year-old university student…If I had to take a possession to a desert island,  
Wreck This Journal would be the item.”

“Wreck This Journal is so amazing! Whenever I got mad I would take my anger out on the book  
instead of my little brother.” 

“I'm a fine art major, and the art department sometimes feels so suffocating that I fear for my and  
my friends’ creativity…Your definition of creativity makes me want to try the scariest things possible.”  

“My twelve-year-old son picked up the book the other night and read through it cover to cover. This  
was amazing because my son is dyslexic, reading is difficult for him, and he usually gets bored by  

anything he doesn’t find tremendously engaging. He asked for his own copy right away.”

“My ten-year-old son asked if I would buy him Wreck This Journal. I kept saying, ‘Hold on, which  
book? Does it have batteries?’ (Because usually his books include calculators, stickers, pop ups.) I  

bought him the book and when we got home, he spent hours on the pages—spitting, ripping,  
scribbling, poking holes...”

Perigee Books 
A Penguin Group (USA) Company 

Wreck This Journal 

Welcome to your 
Wreck This Journal  
classroom packet!

Inside you'll find:

and more!

A letter to students from author Keri Smith
Sample prompts from Wreck This Journal to 

  share with students
Classroom discussion questions
Suggested classroom activities
An interview with Keri Smith
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Are you ready?

Good.

See you on the other side.
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Keri Smith













General questions…

The creative process…

If you have the book…

Wreck This Journal

Wreck This Journal

Wreck This Journal

Discussion Questions



Wreck This Journal

The Book of Margery Kempe

classroom activities



What gave you the idea for Wreck This Journal?

Wreck This Journal

Wreck This 
Journal

An Interview with Keri Smith



Did you always want to be a writer?

Where do you get your ideas for books?

What do you hope people will gain from Wreck This Journal?

Wreck This Journal

Wreck

What is your favorite prompt in the book?

An Interview with Keri Smith



What has surprised you most about creating 
Wreck This Journal?

Wreck

Wreck This Journal

What is the best piece of writing or creativity advice 
you've ever been given?

An Interview with Keri Smith
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More from Keri Smith

Available for Android, iOS, 
and Nook devices! 

978-0-399-16194-0 978-0-399-16270-1

978-0-399-53521-5978-0-399-53460-7

978-0-399-16271-8

978-0-399-53600-7 978-0-399-53689-2

978-0-399-16272-5


