
LET’S
LEARN
ABOUT Comprehension: Informational Texts

A biography is a story about a person’s life, written by someone else.  
With the help of an adult, read this biography aloud.

Zaha Hadid
Zaha Hadid was born in Baghdad, 

Iraq, on October 31, 1930. In school 
she studied math and science. Then she 
became an architect. An architect is a 
person who designs buildings, bridges, 
and other structures. 

Her designs were unique. They didn’t 
look like any other buildings. Some 
had curved walls and wavy roofs. Some 
others looked like things in nature—one 
building was shaped like stones in a river.

Many people said that her unique 
buildings couldn’t be built. They thought 
it would be too hard. But Zaha believed 
in her ideas. She kept drawing and 
designing. 

Many years later, Zaha built her  
first building—a fire station. Then she 
built another building, and another.  
Soon she had buildings all over the 
world! She won awards that women  
had never won before.

Zaha never stopped believing in 
her designs. She did what she loved, no 
matter what people said. Her buildings 
show her brave ideas and determination.

opera house

art gallery

fire station

bridge

apartment building
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You can learn new information from text and from pictures. 
Write a   next to how you learned each of these facts  
about Zaha and her buildings.

Zaha was born in Iraq.

  text

  pictures

She studied math and science.

  text

  pictures

Zaha designed a bridge shaped like waves.

  text

  pictures

She won awards that women had never won before.

  text

  pictures

Some people thought her designs couldn’t be built.

  text

  pictures
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Answer each question according to the 
biography on page 58. 

Did Zaha Hadid write this biography?

  yes

  no

What is an architect?

 

 

Circle Zaha’s first building.

What happened after many years that let Zaha know that believing 
in her ideas had worked?

  She studied math and science.

  She won awards that women had never won before.

  She designed a building with curved walls.

Circle a word that describes Zaha.

determined bored  lazy

art galleryfire station opera house
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There are many words to describe Zaha’s designs. Hunt around 
your home to find other objects that fit these descriptions. Then 
draw a picture of each one you find.

pointy

round

wavy
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Zaha studied math and science in school so she could become 
an architect. Write about your favorite thing to study.

Zaha designed some buildings to look like 
things in nature, like stones, rivers, and 
sand. Look out your window or go outside. 
Draw one thing that you see in nature. 
Then label it.

 

 

 

Draw a picture of your own building design that looks like what you 
saw outside.
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Zaha kept designing buildings even when other 
people didn’t believe in her designs or didn’t 
want to build them. She was determined. 

Write about and draw a time that 
you were determined. Describe 
something that you kept trying 
even when it wasn’t easy.
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Let’s Tinker! 

LET’S START!

Let’s Make: BRIDGE CHALLENGE!  

Gather these tools and materials.

Look at the boxes and bags that your 
materials came in. What can you learn 
from the text? What about from the 
pictures? Make a new box or bag for one 
of your materials. Draw and write what 
you think should be on the package. 

6−8 bendable 
strawsSmall cardboard box Sandwich bag

1. Cut a half-inch slit in the 
bottom of a bendable straw.

6 or more 
craft sticks

Tape Paper Markers
Scissors 

(with an adult’s help) Cereal box

2. Get another bendable straw and stick the 
bottom of it into the slit of your first straw. 

3. Repeat steps 1 and 2 with 
another 2 straws.
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Let’s Engineer!

Project 8: done!
Get your sticker!

88

7. If your bridge is wobbly, add another set of straws to strengthen it. You can also add tape 
“feet” to secure the bridge to a surface, like a table.

Tinker Town needs a new fire station. The town is holding a competition for 
building designs. The building must be tall, strong, and large enough to fit 
three fire trucks. Each of the MotMots is planning a design. 

How can each MotMot show his or her design to enter the competition? 

Draw, build, make a model, or write about your own 
plan for a Tinker Town fire station. What shape will 
your design be? How tall can you make it? How will 
people know that it is a fire station? How can 
you share your ideas and design?

4. Tape 6 craft sticks 
together in a row.

5. Tape the straws to the craft sticks.

6. Flip your bridge over and bend the 
straws to make legs.

8. Test your design like an architect. What can it hold on top? What would make it stronger?

Informational 
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LEARN THROUGH PLAY!



Yours in discovery,

   THE TINKERACTIVE TEAM

At the TinkerActive workshop, our mission is to inspire a generation 
of fearless learners, makers, and problem solvers. We all know that 
kids have to learn the ABCs and 123s. But the future belongs to the 
children who learn to think beyond the basics. 

Each chapter includes curriculum-based activities as well 
as tinkering, making, and engineering projects, where kids 
can actually use the concepts they just learned to solve 
problems hands-on.  

Every TinkerActive Workbook has been created in 
consultation with an award-winning teacher to ensure 
that we cover the core competencies and align with 
Common Core State Standards and Next Generation 
Science Standards.

SO HOW DO WE DO IT? 

DEAR READER,

So we designed TINKERACTIVE WORKBOOKS to do both: build children’s 
foundational knowledge and encourage them to try new things, discover new skills, 
and imagine new possibilities. That’s what “Tinker, Make, and Engineer” means to us, 
and we believe that it can lead to lifelong learners who create a better world.
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Make

an imprint of 
macmillan children’s publishing group

Discover a New Way to Learn Through Play with !

We also include achievement stickers for each project, and a secret magnetic 
merit badge so kids can celebrate their accomplishments!

Our goals are to cheer on your child, to ask, “Why do you think that?” and to 
help them explore all the possible answers. By supporting your child’s innate 
curiosity, who knows what we might learn together! 

Visit TinkerActiveWorkbooks.com    to learn more about the workbook series
and share your workbook fun with #TinkerActive. 
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